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Community turns out for walk-a-thon
Around $15,000 pledged to help for Iocal heatmg aSS|stance

By Dawn De Busk
or some of the 120 people who
Fparticipated in Saturdayts 5k
walk-a-thon to raise money for
Neighbors Helping Neighbors Network,
it started with a poster at the Middle
School.

Last month, eighth grader Jenni-
fer Wood put up a poster at her school
for an event her aunt, Linda Beever,
was coordinating. It was a 5k geared
to raise money for the Neighbors Help-
ing Neighbors Network (NHNN) a lo-
cal non-proyt that came into existence
last year and has the primary objective
of helping people obtain heating assis-
tance.

Woodbs health class teacher, Eliza
Adams mentioned the fundraiser in
class, and Wood said she knew the peo-
ple involved. Once Adams found out
more about the walk T and the reason
behind the walk, she encouraged her
students to get involved.

fiOur teacher (Adams) had a con-
test between the two classes to see who
could raise the most money, and it got
us really pumped,0 Wood said, adding
students learned about NHNN from
committee members prior to the walk-
a-thon. AOur whole class was interested,
not one person was bored and didnt like
the idea.o

The Friday before the 5k, Middle

School participants wore the T-shirts
for the event, Wood said, and fitons of
people asked us what it was about.0

On the day of the event, the excite-
ment crested. fiEveryone was so happy,
and we were cheering,0 Wood said.

According to Beever, $6,000 was
collected on race day, and the non-proyt
got about $15,000 in pledges.

So many residents of Windham and
even a few businesses from surround-
ing communities like Gorham extended
their hands (and their legs, too) to help
out during the recent 5k fundraiser, she
said.

Beever described an elderly man
who arrived by himself with his walker,
signed up for the 5k, and proceeded to
tackle the modiyed walking route.

fiHe said, 61 am going to do the walk
now.0 Then, he hugged me. When he
was done, he told me, 0This is just so
much fun,0 0 Beever said.

In addition to a motivational Mid-
dle School teacher, Beeverds niece and a
couple dozen classmates, about 20 high
school students participated and earned
credits toward their community-service
requirements, Beever said.

Also, there was a group called the
fiFabulous Five,0 who were all from the
Windham High School graduating class
of 1971. They sent emails to all their
former classmates, and raised a lot of
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Students from Eliza Adamsb health class at the Middle School, from left, Cian Plummer, Lau-
ren Coughlin, Jennifer Wood, Alyssa Nelson, Emma Ogg, and Morgan Dyer hold the Neighbors
Helping Neighbors banner at the beginning of the 5k walk-a-thon held to raise funds for the

local non-proyt on Sept. 27. Courtesy photo

money in pledges, Beever said.

Earlier in the planning stages of the
event, Beever learned from a police of-
ycer that the non-proyt would need to
be insured for the event.

According to Beever, CE Carll in-
surance agency from Gorham wrote the
policy and paid for a year of coverage
for NHNN T for future events that re-
quire it.

filtds nice to see other communities
helping us. It gets back to the image (the
NHNN logo) of people holding hands,
helping each other,0 she said. iHelp thy
neighbor.o

Gorham-based Shaw Brothers do-
nated to the non-proyt, and yve local
businesses pledged money after the T-
shirts listing the sponsors had been de-
signed, she said. The unused food (ener-
gy bars and bottled water) that was do-
nated by Hannaford and Shawds grocery
stores was, in turn, given to the Food
Pantry that serves Windham residents.

filém really proud of the Windham
residents,0 Beever said. iEveryone has
been so helpful. We had plenty of meet-

ings for planning this event, and when-
ever | asked for help I received it.0

Even the weather for the fundraiser
was agreeable.

On Sept. 27, the anticipated rain-
storm (that had been a downpour most
of Sept. 26) held out. There wasnit even
a drizzle when the walkers started with
the Middle School students - way out
in front - holding a NHNN banner the
whole way, she said.

The volunteers tied a ribbon across
the end of the route and cheered and
applauded as people ynished, Beever
said.

It wasn6t until the afternoon, when
the volunteers ynished the rafpe draw-
ing, and proceeded to walk the route to-
gether that a light misting of rain began,
according to Beever.

Wood said she thought a sunny
day would have brought out a lot more
people. Still, she candt wait to do the 5k
again next year.

Woodbs father said, iWWe were ex-
pected to get hit by a hurricane, and they
still came out.o

Real Estate Foreclosure Auction os-2is

Raised Ranch Home
11 Budis Lane, Gray, Maine
Friday, October 24, 2008 at 2PM

‘&9 upper level has a family room, master

7] Real Estate: 1.84N acre parcel located
on Budis Lane off Ramsdell Rd. and only
1.8 miles from the Gray exit of the Maine
W8 Turnpike - raised ranch style home - lower
I level has a kitchen/dining/living area, (2)
bedrooms, playroom, and bathroom - the

bedroom and bath - attached garage with
studio apartment overhead - (3) decks.
Reference the Town of Gray Tax Map 14,
Lot 2C.
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Preview: Friday, October 10, 2008 from 11AM-12PM

Terms: A $5,000 deposit (non-refundable as to the highest bidder) in CASH or CERTIFIED
U.S. FUNDS made payable to the Keenan Auction Company (deposited with Auctioneer as a
qualiycation to bid), in cash or personal check, with the balance due and payable within 45 days
of the public sale. The property will be sold by public auction subject to all outstanding municipal
assessments. Conveyance of the property will be by release deed. All other terms will be announced
at the public sale. For a Property Information Package containing legal and bidding documents,
visit KeenanAuction.com or call Auctioneeris ofyce at

(207) 885-5100 and request by auction number 08-218. Keenan goneplsgt?%%y EAdE' 04106
Richard Keenan #236. Our 36" Year and 5,099" Auction. Auction 207-885-5100
Broker participation available. (SINIEWAN info@keenanauction.com




